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through the Red Sea and Egypt, and Vasco da
Gama had doubled the Cape and anchored at
Calicut two hundred years before Europeans
settled in Calcutta,

The Portuguese power, however, fell to pieces,
while the Portuguese and Spanish Crowns were
united, and the Dutch destroyed the monopoly of
Portugal, though their own objective was Amboyna
and Batavia. The Danes had two insignificant
settlements, eventually sold to England in 1845,
and the French became, in the middle of the eigh-
teenth century, our only serious competitors. In
the middle of the eighteenth century they took
Madras, which, however, was restored to Britain by
the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, 1748, and then ensued
the real fight for India between Dupleix and, on
our side, Stringer Lawrence and Clive. The fame
of the former commander, though he is buried in
Westminster Abbey, has been obscured by another
of the many inaccuracies of Macaulay, who alto-
gether ignores the senior officer. True, Clive's
brilliant defence of Arcot took place during Law-
rence's absence in England, but the latter returned
to India in March 1752, and held the chief com-
mand till the recall of Dupleix in 1754. True,
Clive was present at Trichinopoly when Law
surrendered to Lawrence in June 1752, but almost
immediately afterwards he was invalided to Madras,
and left for England in November, not returning